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Let me start by stating that tonight's celebration is 
centered on a couple of initiatives, all made possible 
by God's special grace. Within the past five years, 
NBBF has been salted by the passionate commitment 
and painstaking efforts of Nigerian-British citizens, 
especially most of you present here today. You are the 
reason we are here and why we will continue to make 
giant strides.

Tonight, we move a step closer, thanks to the strategic 
repositioning of our NBBF sub-groups who are now 
poised to engage professionals and provide support 
for aspiring investors willing to take advantage of the 
ample business opportunities that exist within both 
countries. Fellow compatriots, I can assure you that 
the zeal with which we started this noble journey has 
remained firm and unhinged despite current global 
challenges. Our resolve is greater than the tide.

I remember quite vividly when we started five years 
ago, our vision then seemed like a tall order, however 
with every little step, we continue to experience a new 
beautiful horizon, reminding us of the possibilities 
that can be attained if we persevere. With this 
understanding, we remain resolute in our quest for 
nation-building as we continue to establish strong 
networks and formidable partnerships both in the UK 
and home –land Nigeria.

ood evening Your Excellency, the Nigerian 

GHigh Commissioner to the UK, Ambassador 
Tunji Sarafa Isola, distinguished Ladies and 

Gentlemen. It is with great pleasure that I formally 
welcome you to the 5th Anniversary Gala Night of the 
Nigerian- British Business Forum and the Nigerian 
Achievers Awards Institute's 21st Anniversary.   

In conclusion, I can confidently state that this 
evening's noble gathering is a swift reminder that the 
task ahead is enormous and while we celebrate our 
little victories, our best is yet to come.

I wish you all a memorable and celebratory time 
with us this evening.

At this juncture, please allow me to add that the 
Nigerian Achievers Award Institute (NAAI), which was 
established for the sole purpose of recognizing and 
celebrating our very best in their respective fields of 
expertise was launched 21 years ago. During this 
period, more than 150 individuals have been 
honoured with merit awards for outstanding 
performance within their respective professions. This 
group includes Captains of Industries, men and 
women who have broken glass ceilings, people with 
exceptional talents and Nigerians who continue to 
positively impact their communities.

My belief, which eventually birthed this vision is that if 
we don't celebrate Nigerian trailblazers, who will? 
Their works already speak for them as they are etched 
in concrete, yet, I am persuaded that NAAI provides 
the platform where their success stories and positive 
blueprints can inspire us all to be even more relentless 
and unwavering in our drive to make a difference.

WELCOME

PRESIDENT NBBF

AFOLABI 
ANDU

23-10-2021
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This is self-evident in the manner that the Nigerian 
British Business Forum (NBBF) under the leadership 
of Mr. Afolabi Andu, has conducted its affairs within 
the five years of its existence thus far. During this 
period, the Forum has through its network and net 
worth exhibited an uncommon energy, zest and zeal, 
paving the way for its representatives in Nigeria to 
closely work with their British counterparts and 
realise their business objectives. 

It is incontrovertible that NBBF has served as a critical 
and effective bridge between prospective British 
businesses and investors who desire and deserve 
credible platform in accessing genuine opportunities 
in Nigeria. Indeed, the Forum's drive to enhance and 
enlarge bilateral business relations between Nigeria 
and the UK cannot be overestimated as it continues 
to forge a walking proximity with the High 
Commission of Nigeria to achieve its lofty objectives. 
2 I, therefore, congratulate the Nigerian British 
Business Forum on this occasion of its 5th 
Anniversary and commend the leadership of the 
Forum for its accomplishments during the period, 
especially in strengthening the cordial relations 
between NBBF and our High Commission in London. 

igeria's circumstances notwithstanding, and Nin spite of the perception of others about 
the country, the reality based on national 

and international capability analysis, is that Nigeria 
remains one of the few countries in the world where 
there exists most of the necessary conditions and 
means on the basis of which the greatest and most 
spectacular achievements in human development 
and growth can be realized. 

Nigeria is widely known as the country with largest 
population in Africa; but Nigeria is beyond its size and 
numbers. The country today is among the world's top 
exporters of both quantity and quality human capital. 
Our vast cultural, natural and economic diversity also 
make the country an attraction for tourists and 
investors. 

His Excellency, Sarafa Tunji Isola, High Commissioner 
of Nigeria to the United Kingdom and Northern Island 
11 October 2021

In addition, I like to express my profound appreciation 
for the invitation extended to me and the official 
welcome reception concurrently organized in my 
honour. It is significant to stress that while relations 
between Nigeria and the United Kingdom continue to 
remain cordial and vast, the presence of this Forum 
remains a clear testament that our two countries are 
not only linked by history and culture but also by 
business - an inextricable sign of our shared destiny 
and economic prosperity. 

The calibre of NBBF membership is undeniably a 
manifestation of our national character. Together, the 
NBBF and the High Commission of Nigeria to the UK 
as well as our two countries have a lot of potential for 
enhanced economic cooperation. In this regard, I 
reaffirm my commitment to continue to work in 
concert with NBBF in the overall interest our country, 
Nigeria and our good people both in the UK and at 
home. 3 Once again, I congratulate the NBBF and its 
leadership on the Forum's 5th Anniversary. 

His Excellency

Ambassador 

SARAFA 
TUNJI ISOLA

Nigeria's High Commissioner to the UK
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UK- Nigerian 
Community



1960 TO DATE 



 DISCOVER PAST NIGERIAN 
HIGH COMMISSIONERS 

MR MATTHEW T MBU
HIGH COMMISSIONER
04-11-1955 - 31-10-1958

ALHAJI ABDULMALIKI ATTA
COMMISSIONER 01-11-1958 - 30-09-1960

HIGH COMMISSIONER 30-09-1960 - 26-08-1966

BRIGADIER BABAFEMI OGUNDIPE
HIGH COMMISSIONER
19-09-1966 - 07-08-1970

MR SHUAIB UTHMAN YOLAH
HIGH COMMISSIONER
11-08-1979 - 30-06-1981

MR GEORGE DOVE EDWIN
HIGH COMMISSIONER
16-04-1986 - 30-07-1992

ALHAJI ABUBAKAR KBE
HIGH COMMISSIONER
31-07-1992 - 06-09-1996

PRINCE BOLA AJIBOLA KBE, CFR
HIGH COMMISSIONER
01-02-1999 - 07-03-2002

DR CHRISTOPHER KOLADE CON
HIGH COMMISSIONER
25-03-2002 - 23-07-2007

DR DALHATU SARKI TAFIDA OFR, CFR
HIGH COMMISSIONER
12-04-2008 - 15-08-2015

JUSTICE GEORGE ADESOLA 
OGUNTUDE (CFR, CON)

HIGH COMMISSIONER
09-10-2017 - 09-10-2020

AMB. SARAFA TUNJI ISOLA
HIGH COMMISSIONER

PRESENT

We present them to you with a sense of pride and honour

These great men have represented Nigeria in their official capacities as High Commissioners and today, we celebrate 

their commitment, selfless sacrifice to the nation, excellent leadership and exemplary lifestyle which made their 

period of service worthwhile. Their voices still echo amongst Nigeria's blossoming Diaspora community in the UK. 
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 A CHRONICLE 
OF NIGERIANS 
IN BRITISH POLITICS



Past and present, Nigerians have emerged as Mayors, 

Deputies, and cabinet ministers etc. The likes of 

Mayors Adedamola Aminu, Rotimi Adebari, Yemi 

Adenuga, Uruemu Adejinmi are some of the 

countless that have made their marks in various 

Today, the UK political landscape is filled with British 

nationals of Nigerian heritage, not just within local 

councils, but with footprints that can be seen right to 

the Parliament and Downing Street. In 2017, there 

were seven British Nigerian Members of Parliament 

namely; Kate Osamor, Kemi Badenoch, Abimbola 

Afolami, Helen Grant, Chuck Umunna, Fiona 

Onasanya and Chinyelu Onwurah; these are voices 

that have echoed the deepness of thought and 

reason which the UK now benefit from. 

igerians within the UK have emerged 

Nstrongly from the long held stereotype of 

migrants and asylum seekers whose basic 

quest is to be fed and rip off the British system, to 

becoming major stakeholders and a force to be 

reckoned with in all facets of British life. With a 

population of approximately 2,000,000 no 

government can afford to be indifferent to the real 

political strength which can be wielded by such 

people. It is therefore not surprising that Nigerians 

have been emboldened to channel their expertise, 

skills and knowledge to the task of building together 

a nation which has given them the platform to thrive. 

Today, the impact of British citizens of Nigerian origin 

in the political sphere has become noticeable and a 

symbol of pride. Like the saying goes, “Naija no dey 

carry last.” A statement which emanates from the 

Nigerian spirit of relentless pursuit for the optimum 

good wherever they find themselves.

elective capacities. Earlier this year, Uruemu Adejinmi 

became the first African and first black female to 

become a County Mayor, when she was elected as 

Mayor of Longford County. The noble feat of these 

Nigerian ambassadors in their personal political 

calling has not gone unnoticed at home. President 

Muhammadu Buhari, in 2019, acknowledged the 

appointment of UK-born Kemi Badenoch as Minister 

in Boris Johnson's cabinet. The president noted that 

with “hard work and integrity, Nigerians can excel in 

their chosen professions and fields of endeavour 

anywhere in the world.”

The present gains made by Nigerian-born British 

citizens is not spontaneous and evidently, not out of 

sympathy. They have earned their place in British 

politics through the efforts made into building their 

communities alongside years of stamping their 

footprints in the diverse areas of skills and 

professions, and above all, maintaining the dignity of 

service to the admiration of all who can attest to their 

significant contributions. This commitment to nation-

building, exemplified in character has also translated 

into a blessing for the government, Nigerian 

immigrants and indeed the UK in its entirety. 

Indeed, the future glory of the British Empire lies in 

her ability to tap the resourcefulness of more ethnic 

nationalities, of which, Nigerians come in handy. The 

redistribution of wealth, allocation of resources, 

policy initiatives and implementation and the fight 

against racism can be easily addressed if the minority 

population are represented in politics. Nigeria's 

contribution to UK politics is Africa's gain. The 

Par l iamentar ians and mayors are not just 

representing their homogeneous heritage, but to a 

large extent, the BAME community. 

FOOTPRINTS 
OF NIGERIANS 
IN BRITISH POLITICS
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PAST & CURRENT MAYORS/SPEAKERS 
OF NIGERIAN HERITAGE

Cllr Afolasade Bright
Speaker of Hackney

Cllr Adedamola Aminu
Mayor of Lambeth

Cllr Pat Ekechi 
Mayor of Enfield  

Cllr Sade Etti
Speaker of Hackney

 
Cllr Irene Faseyi
Mayor of Cheshire East

Cllr Tayo Siyu
Mayor of Southwark

Cllr Janet Adegoke  
Mayor of Hammersmith  

Cllr Kam Adams
Speaker of Hackney

Cllr Erelu Lola Ayorinde
Mayor of Wandsworth 

Cllr Donatus Anyawu
Mayor of Lambeth

Cllr Kate Anolue
Mayor of Enfield

Cllr Susan Fajana-Thomas
Speaker of Hackney

Cllr Rotimi Adebari
Mayor of Portiaoise Town Council

Cllr Michael Adeyeye
Mayor of Brent

Cllr Mercy Umeh
Mayor of Hammersmith & Fulham

Cllr Obajimi Adefiranye
Speaker of Lewisham
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PAST & CURRENT MAYORS/SPEAKERS 
OF NIGERIAN HERITAGE

Cllr Emmanuel Obasohan
Mayor of Barking & Dagenham

Cllr Olugbenga Babatola
Mayor of Greenwich

Cllr Yemi Osho
Mayor of Walthamforest

Cllr Victor Eni
Mayor of Borehamwood 

Kenilworth

Cllr Tunde Ojetola
Mayor of Thurrock

Cllr Soraya Adejare
Speaker of Hackney

Cllr Anna Mbachu
Mayor of Waltham Forest

Cllr. Ernest Nnaama Ezeajughi
Mayor of the London 

Borough of Brent

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT BRITISH 
NIGERIAN HERITAGE (MPS) PAST & PRESENT

Ms Chi Onawurah MP 
for Newcastle Labour

Ms Helen Grant MP 
for Maidstone & 

The Weald Conservative

Kate Osamor MP 
for Enfield Labour

Chuka Umunna MP 
for Streatham Labour

Fiona Onasanya MP 
for Peterborough  Labour

Abimbola Afolami MP 
for Hitchin & Harpenden - 

Conservative

Kemi Badenoch MP 
for Saffron Walden -

Conservative

Florence Eshalomi MP
for Vauxhall - Labour

Taiwo Owatemi MP 
for Coventry 

North West -Labour
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COUNCILLORS BRITISH NIGERIAN 
HERITAGE PAST AND PRESENT

Cllr Michael Situ Cllr Johnson Situ Cllr Sunny Lambe

London Borough of Southwark

Cllr. (Ms) Nneka Keazor Cllr Ozzie Uzoanya

London Borough of Enfield

Cllr Crada Onuegbu Cllr Rachel Onikosi

Cllr Olurotimi Ogunbadewa Cllr Anne Affiku Cllr Joseph Folorunso Cllr Olufunke Abidoye

London Borough of Lewisham

London Borough of Merton

Cllr Gregory Patrick Udeh Cllr Fidelis Gadzama Cllr Simeon Ademolake

London Borough of Newham

Cllr Seyi Akiwowo

Thurrock Council

Cllr Bukky Okunade
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COUNCILLORS BRITISH NIGERIAN 
HERITAGE PAST AND PRESENT

London Borough of Waltham Forest

Haringey Council Barking & Dagenham

Bexley Council

Cllr Elisabeth Tinuke Davies Cllr Whitney Ihenachor Cllr Tunde Davies

Cllr James OgungboseCllr Charles Adje Cllr Joseph Ejiofor Cllr Adegboyega Oluwole

Cllr Tayo Oladapo Cllr Benjamin Ogunro Cllr Aisha Eniola

London Borough of Brent

Cllr Endy Ezenwata Cllr Mabel Ogundayo

Lambeth Council London Borough of Havering

Cllr Pauline George Cllr William Odulate

Bracknell-forest

Cllr Michael Adeniyi Gbadebo

Oxford Council

Cllr lloyd-Shogbesan
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A point of reference to the resource pool of Nigerians 

in the UK is evident in the health sector. This came to 

the forbear during the height of the pandemic. 

According to a House of Commons report in 2020, 

8,241 Nigerians are employed in various capacities in 

the National Health Service (NHS) in England alone. 

Reports also indicate that there are about 8,000 

doctors of Nigerian heritage in the UK out of slightly 

he enormous human capital of British-TNigerians has become the single greatest 

factor of value and respect accorded to 

Nigerians within the UK and elsewhere. The cultural 

and economic ties not only stems from the colonial 

past, but a sustained mutual respect between the 

British government and Nigerian migrants. One 

major driver of this mutual collaboration has been the 

expertise, skills and knowledge of professionals, who 

after settling in the UK lashed on to the promise of 

wealth, happiness and prosperity. Today, the 

economic worth of Nigerian Diaspora in the UK 

cannot be backgrounded. Diaspora Nigerians, 

according to World Bank remit €2.8 billion in 2018, a 

figure which represents 1 percent of the country's 

GDP. 

From the areas of Sports, Fashion, Entertainment, 

Health, Education, Engineering and Arts, Nigerians 

have made significant contributions to the economy 

and social well-being of the UK and for many, their 

names are etched in the annals of history. Just as the 

likes of Remi Vaughan-Richards, Caroline Danjuma, 

Eku Edewor, Obi Emenoloye and John Boyega have 

made tremendous impact on the film industry, and 

have become celebrities of global reckoning, the 

input of semi-skilled and skilled labour in driving 

economic wheel of the UK at the micro level is in fact, 

the game changer. The real celebrities are those who 

may not be seen on the screen, but whose impact is 

mostly felt.

The UK academic community has had its share of 

excellence, influencing social thoughts, contributing 

to scientific discoveries and breakthroughs. From 

Teachers at the primary level, to Professors in higher 

institutions of learning, the education system has 

unleashed the best of Nigerians. The appointment of 

Charles Egbu as Vice Chancellor of Leeds Trinity 

University last year and the emergence of 24-year old 

Nemitari Ajienka as the youngest lecturer at Edge Hill 

University in 2017 are testament to the extent to 

which Nigerians have thrived. 

over 300,000 NHS Doctors as at 2020.

The exploits of Anthony Joshua in boxing, CJ Ujah in 

athletics, Fikayo Tomori and Bukayo Saka (both have 

gone on to represent England at international 

competitions), are some of the notable talents from 

Nigerian origin whose incredible passion has 

continued to warm many hearts. Notable are Kanu 

Nwankwo, Celestine Babayaro, J.J. Okocha, John Obi 

Mikel, Yakubu Aiyegbeni, Kelechi Iheanacho and 

Wilfred Ndidi all representing some of the stars, past 

and present who have brought sparkle to the English 

premiership. 

The British society continue to reap from its liberal 

policies that has allowed Nigerians to explore and 

reach the pinnacles of success. In many regards, the 

UK is the greatest gainer because its economy has 

continued to flourish due to the hard work of these 

Nigerians both past and present. When next you visit 

the O2 Arena and observe the capacity crowd, it's 

probably a comedy show by Nigeria's top comedians 

or a music concert by Wizkid, Davido or Burnaboy. 

The country no longer raises its mouth for droplets of 

remittance, it now exports its arts and its craft in the 

cities of London and beyond. 9ja to the world.

BRITISH-NIGERIAN 
PROFESSIONALS
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Since the year 2000, Gabriel has specialized in 
planning, construction projects; he is currently the 
Regional planning manager for Vinci Construction, 
London operations. His latest project involves the 
construction of a £100million satellite campus, for 
University College London, located at the Olympic 
Park in Stratford London. 

ritish-Nigerian professionals continue to Bmake an impact across board in the United 
K ingdom and  one  o f  such  notab le 

professionals is Engr Gabriel Kayode Ige, a Civil and 
Structural Engineer with 36 years post graduate 
experience in the construction, civil engineering, and 
marine sectors. Gabriel has worked on a variety of 
projects in the UK, Jersey Channel Islands, Gibraltar, 
and Nigeria. His projects include motorways, dams', 
bridges, tunnel, a harbour, yacht marina, land 
reclamation, hospitals, schools, office blocks, 
residential buildings and a data centre. 

The Project involves the construction of 524 student 
residential units that are spread across two towers of 
16 and 20 floors respectively, set above 4 floors of 
almost 5,500m2 of academic space and research labs 
with a total floor internal floor space of 21000m2. 
Gabriel is responsible for planning, monitoring and 
coordinating the major aspects of this project; this 
involves working with the client's team, the design 
consultants, numerous subcontractors as well as 
stake holders.

Client's Project managers Turner and Townsend 
Architect – Lifschutz Davidson Sandilands (LDS) The 
project is expected to be completed in May 2022 
Design team Services engineers – Hilson Moran 
Structural and Civil engineers – AKT 11 

BRITISH - NIGERIAN 
ENGINEER, MAKING 

EVIDENT IMPACT
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